BRUSSELS—SOMME	47
which the Army Cable Detachment will have established
communication by 11 a.m. The IX. Corps will leave
behind one battalion and two machine guns at Soignies
from 8 a.m. onwards for guarding Army Headquarters/'
During this advance on the 22nd August, a report
reached Army Headquarters that a detrainment of
troops had been in progress at Toumai since the previous
day. It therefore seemed not unlikely that strong
British forces were being sent forward through Lille.*
The advanced guards of the corps were thereupon
halted on the road Leuze-Mons-Binche to enable
preparations to be made for the Army to wheel west-
wards. Thus, had the conjecture proved correct, the
IV. Corps was in a position to wheel at once from about
Leuze towards Tournai, the right division of the III.
Corps could have moved by the afternoon by La Hamaide,
followed later by the leading division of the II. Corps,
and on the 24th the rear division of the II. Corps and the
left division of the III. Corps would have been up in
line, followed during the evening by the leading troops
of the IV. Reserve Corps. It would have been the duty
of the IX. Corps to watch the canal position between
St. Ghislain and Mons, to keep touch with the Second
Army, and to guard the left flank and rear of the First
Army; to assist it in doing this, it would have been
supported by as strong a detachment of the HI. Corps
as the situation might demand.
In the earlier course of the campaign, the mobility of
the different Army Corps had reached such a pitch as
fully to warrant the confidence in it displayed by the
higher command. Eventually, however, the presence
* The troops in question were, of course, French—two battalions
of the 176th Territorial Infantry Regiment (vide Mairesse's " Tournai
et La Eetraite de Mons ").

